
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER REQUIRING THE CITY OF ST. HELENA TO CEASE
AND DESIST FROM DISCHARGING WASTE CONTRARY TO
REQUIREMENTS PRESCRIBED BY THE CALIFORNIA REGIONAL
WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD, SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION,
A~~ RESCINDING ORDER NO. 79-135.

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
(hereinafter Board) finds that:

A. On August 20, 1979, the City of St. Helena (hereinafter discharger) filed
a Report of Waste Discharge that proposed a total water reclamation project
to comply wIth the requirements of the Board.

B. On October 16, 1979, the Board adopted Order No. 79-134, a National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit, prescribing interim
effluent limitations for the discharge to the Napa River until the
discharger secured land and constructed facilities for the total reclamation
of the wastewater on a City owned parcel.

C. On October 16, 1979, the Board adopted Order No. 79-135, a Cease and Desist
Order containing a compliance time schedule for implementation of a total
water reclamation project with full compliance required by October 1, 1981.

D. The discharger informed Board staff, in September, 1980, that financial
constraints would not allow for the construction of the total water
reclamation project. The discharger further requested a reconsideration
of the waste discharge requirements prescribed by Order No. 79-134.

E. The discharger, on July 28, 1981, completed an Amended Facilities Plan and
Environmental Impact Report. This report recommended a water reclamation
project in dry weather with discharge of wastes to the Napa River in wet
weather.

F. On September 16, 1981, the Board adopted Order No. 81-53 , a revised NPDES
permit which allows a secondary treated wastewater discharge to the Napa
River in wet weather if all the wastewater is reclaimed in dry weather as
part of H water reclamation project.

G. Order No. 81-53 states:

;IA. Prohibitions

I... The discharge of wastewater at any point at which the waste­
water does not receive an initial dilution of at least 50: 1
is prohibited (receiving water to wastewater flow). Exceptions
may be allowed by the Executive Officer for seasons having a
diluting flow less than a recurrence interval of once every
ten years. In these cases, the discharger is required to






